
 

TMEA   Region   8   Middle   School   
Region   Percussion   Audition   Addendum  

2020-2021  
Introduction  
Because   of   the   current   educational   situation   due   to   the   pandemic,   all   3   middle   school   zone   organizers   have  
agreed   to   make   the   following   changes   for   All-Region   Percussion   Auditions    for   the   2020-2021   school   year   only .  
 

Changes   &   Rationale  
1. The   timpani   étude   will   be   excluded   from   the   list   of   required   etudes.    It   is   unrealistic   to   expect   students  

who   are   staying   home/schooling   virtually   this   year   to   have   a   set   of   timpani   at   home.  
 

2. Because   of   the   exclusion   of   the   timpani   étude,   percussion   students   will   perform   scales   on   mallets   to  
take   the   place   of   that   étude.    Scales   will   be   the   same   as   the   winds,   with   all   of   them   being   2   octaves.  
See   the   Scales   section   below   for   more   details.  

 
3. Students   must   perform   the   snare   étude   on   an   actual   snare   drum,   not   a   practice   pad.    There   is   too   much  

of   a   discrepancy   in   sound   between   the   two   to   have   consistent   judging   on   this   étude.    Directors   should  
be   willing   and   able   to   work   with   students   who   are   staying   at   home   and   schooling   virtually   to   check   out   a  
snare   drum   from   the   school,   or   arrange   for   an   appointed   time   to   visit   the   school   and   record   their   étude  
on   an   actual   snare   drum.  

 

Scales  
Scales   should   be   played   by   memory,   and   will   be   asked   for   in   concert   pitch.    Students   do   not   repeat   the   top  
note,   and   the   major   scales   should   be   played   in   the   following   rhythmic   pattern:  
 

Two   octaves  

 
 

The   last   note   may   be   a   half   note   or   a   whole   note   ( =   100-120)   with   no   arpeggios.    Audition   judges   are   to   pick  
2   major   scales   and   the   chromatic   scale   to   go   along   with   each   of   the   etudes.    All   chromatic   scales   are   2   
octaves.  

● Percussion   scales   (number   of   octaves):   Bb   (2),   Eb   (2),   Ab   (2),   F   (2),   C   (2)  
 

● Chromatic   scale   may   be   played   in   either   8th   note   or   triplet   pattern.  
 

● Starting   notes   for   the   chromatic   scale:  
○ Percussion:   Concert   C  

 

 


